The Love Correction
THE CHRISTIAN’S TASK

Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-1G; 1 Peter 4:8-19

August 20, 2000

Wesley J. Gabel
How do you think God sees you? Do you cringe at the
t hought ?
CGod’ s estination ofyour beauty cones fromHi s great
| ove for
You - not as a result of anyinherent goodness or
beatify ofyour
own.(God is not the cold, aloof, rigidly legalistic
being that religion has made Hmout to he. He is
not the denandi ng,
i npatient Godso marry of us have struggled to
pl ease. Ch, how the Lord longs for (you and ne) Hi s
church to receive a revelation
of Hs ravished heart - utterly overwhel ned with
delight for us -
even though we may not |ike or believe in
oursel ves. How Hi s heart
aches for us to becone aware of Hi s fascination
with our beauty
and respond to His yearning glance (Ps. 45: 11).
Qur God is not a
thing or an it. He is an affectionate, | oving,
deeply passionate
bei ng. Today's church desperately needs a renewed
under st andi ng
oft he nature ofGods personality and a deeper
conpr ehensi on of
H s extravagant passi on.

Pastor Mike Bickle wrote these words in a devotional entitled Passion for Jesus. Mike is right. God is
zealously impassioned about you. There is not a speck of apathy over you. God either is full of delight over
your faith in him, or full of hurt over your rejection of him. Either way, God longs for you with a passion

unmatched by the most dream-driven lover.






2 us. He stalks us not to fulfill a
personal need, but to supply our need. Wherever you turn, there is God.
King David wote:

O LORD, you have searched ne and you know ne. You
know when | sit and when 1 use; you perceive ny

t houghts fromafar. You discern ny going out and
ny lying down; you are famliar with all myways.
Before a word is on nmy tongue you know it
conpletely, O LCRD. You bent ne in-behind and
before; you have laid your hand upon ne. Such

know edge is too wonderf ul forme, too lofty for ne
to attain. It here can | go front your .Spirit?
VWhere can | flee fromyour presence? If | go up
to the heavens, you are there; if | make ny tied
in the depths, you are there If | rise on the

wi ngs of the dawn, if | settle on the far side of
the sea, even there your hand will guide ne, your
right hand will hold ne fast. (Ps 139:1-10, NV)

Davi d understood that we cannot escape God-s presence. This
isn't bad. God | oves us. God=s pursuing love is so gracious that it
corrects the spirit of those who are found by it, those who receive
it. W then see ourselves differently and soon we see others
differently as well.

As believers, who struggle to know the truth, we argue and debate
on occasi on. However, the nore we see ourselves from Gods perspective,
the less we will be tenpted to dishonor or belittle one another. Paul

wr ot e the Ephesi ans:
Be completely hunble and gentle; he patient,
hearing with one
anot her in loves Make every effort to keep the
unity of the Spirit
through the bond r of peace. Thereis one body and






3 There is only one Spirit. We either unify or
we grieve God=s Spirit in us. Unity requires commitment, humility, patience, and a vision that values

and loves people.

In every church I've served | have had people come because they were disappointed or mad at their
pastor or church. They didn't like the way their pastor was treated, or they didn't like their pastor. In every
church I've served | have had people leave because they were disappointed or angry with me or the church.
No doubt, God uses this pain occasionally to reshuffle the deck, to redeploy his children in different teams
or congregations. However, when relationships are broken, when anger goes unresolved, when differences

are irreconcilable, we

betray God=s embracing love. We grieve the holy Spirit. God may redeploy us from time to time; but
God never intends for our friendships to end. Nothing is greater than our friendship in Christ, and no
matter how strained our friendships become whether differences or sins drive us apart our friendships are
God-given, our friendships are God-based, our friendships are Godordained. They are not by accident, and
they are never, never, never to be discarded.

In the midst of a conflict, we often don battle armor. We do this most often in our marriages and
families. We focus on an issue and then deflect all other comments in order to keep the focus on that issue. As
long as we are in battle armor, we don't have to worry about the bullets of the opposition. We are defending
ourselves and pursuing whatever issue we desire. However, only when we take off the armor and stop
defending, can we really hear the people we love. For example, Jill is a 16 year-old whose duty is to take out
the garbage. Morn reminds her to take it out at 7 pin, 8 pm and 9 pm. Of course, the 9 pin voice seems shrill

to Jill. Jill says "Mom, why must you "spaz" over such little things. You don't respect me." Jill remembers

dninn narhane the nast twn weeks with nn nranhlem Mom rememhers lill farnettinag tn dn narhane three






4 weeks ago. Mom puts her battle armor on. "Don't
talk back. I shouldn't have to remind you three times." Tempers flare as each defends herself and attacks
the other. The truth-value of each issue is never explored until both take off their armor and stop

defending themselves. Frequently, that doesn't happen.

In the latter part of Ephesians four, Paul says that there is a unity of faith and a maturity of love we
are to reach. Such unity and maturity does not come unless we patiently bear with each other as we discuss
rather than ignore our differences and problems. Moreover, it doesn't come unless we go a step further and
confess to one another our sins and also forgive those that sin against us.

Some of us grew up in families where this never happened. We grew up in situations where there
was never a healthy model to deal with conflict and pain. Most issues never were
di scussed. Thechurch is to live differently. In the fifth chapter of
Ephesi ans, Paul told believers to submittoone another out of fear of Christ. In other
words, we are to hear each other out. Sometimes, that is difficult, especially if you feel mistreated or
condemned. However, when we do submit to one another, we honor Christ and embrace his love for others.

We also grow in patience, a key ingredient in love.

Peter wrote:

Above all, |ore each other deeply,because |ine
corers over a nultitude of sine. (1PetX1:8 N1V)

Thi s statement reveals three things. First, it shows us that the call to love is primary. " Above

al | " Peter wrote. Above feeling comfortable, above getting your way, above exercising your rights,






5 Christ gave us is to love. That's our task. We're to
love, above everything else. Second, God commanded us through Peter to love each other deeply. In the
movie, The First Kni ght, Sean Connerysaid, "l donttl ove people in slices. | take
the good with the bad. " To love deeply is to embrace a person, both the good and the bad. The
bad may require painful confrontation. The faults may be horrifically harmful and require separation for a time.
To love deeply, however, is to commit yourself to bless the person even though their behavior hurts you. To
love deeply, we must stick with one another and be "long-suffering," the old word for patient. Third, the
reason we are to first and foremost, love each other deeply is that love covers over a multitude of sins. Sin
still lives among us. Sin is going to hurt us. It is going to divide us. Sin is going to separate us. In the process of
our redemption from sin, in the process where we are cleansed from our sins, love is critical. Love doesn't
excuse sins. It doesn't ignore them. It like Christ recognizes them. That is the only way we can ever get free of
them. We must recognize sin in order to repent from sin. You've heard the nightly prayer, "Lord, forgive e
fromarty sift | mght hare comritted today. " That prayerisineffective. It allows
you to go on and on ignorant of the harm you sow. Instead, it would be more prudent to ask, “lord, shor n
me ny sins that | mght repent, be forgiven and be cleanmed fromthem "

Love wants to know how we harm others. Love also recognizes how others harm us. However, love goes even

further. Love not only recognizes sin, love forgives sin. It supplies you with the spirit to forgive.

Corrie Ten Boom suffered deeply in a German Death Camp. Her sister had died there. At one of her
speaking engagements, a man forced his way to the front of the crowd to see her. As she caught sight of him,
all those painful memories and hurt returned. She felt hatred overtaking her heart as she looked at a man who

had been a guard at her camp. However, something else






G spoke to her. There were words
of Jesus and a desire to forgive. Corrie had to nake a choice. God's
| ove had found Corrie. Now would Corrie listen to that |ove and | et
it heal her wounded heart? Wuld she let that |ove correct her spirit

and rel ease forgiveness?

Corrie chose well and consequently has affected thousands. WII
you let God's love find you and correct you? Is God' s | ove changi ng
you? Do you need to take sone arnor off and listen to soneone? Do you

need to forgive sonebody? Do you need to ask forgiveness from






