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In this sernon series, I'mtrying to help you better
under stand exactly who you are, grasp reality and neet your
chal  enge confidently. | want you to enbrace your purpose.

Only as you recogni ze your special relationship as God's own
child and conpani on and converse with your Father can you
fulfill your purpose and potential. | want you to enpower
your | eaders. You are not an island in this world. Mich of
your future hinges on the decisions and judgnents of your
spiritual and civic |eaders. God would not call you to pray
for leaders if it made no difference. Your prayers for ne
wll make a difference in what you experience. (Ri ght now,
there are people praying for both you and nme; and what you
and | are experiencing at this nonment is being altered by
God). | want you to recognize the battlefield upon which we
live and to realize that prayer with your heavenly Father is
a world class weapon. | want you to enjoin the battle.

Today, | want to help you enjoy your heavenly Father. | want
you to relish your special relationship

Many of us have trouble relating to God even though we

af firmwhat we were taught about God. In Sunday School we
were told that God is |ove and nmenorized the Bible verse
t hat decl ares so. Neverthel ess, we find ourselves



di strusting God. Sonewhere we |learned to worry instead of
rely upon our Father. For sonme the hindrance is guilt.

O hers suffer fromunresol ved anger. Regardl ess of what we
af firmabout God, our fear, guilt and anger point to
attitudes and beliefs that actually prevent us from enjoying
the Creator of this universe who passionately |oves us as
our Father. If you are prone to worry, you have a problem
You' ve enbraced sone lies. If you struggle with guilt, you
have a problem You suffer fromlies. If you regret your
tenper, you have a problem You don't understand your

Fat her .

Years ago, God revealed to nme several things that interfered
inny relationship with God and hindered others in their

faith as well. | found that | was crippled by faith robbers.
| saw one especially at work in a friend. Al though he was a
tremendous, commtted Christian man, | noticed in hima

reservoir of anger. It was rooted in his feelings toward his
father, who while building a career and amassi ng weal th, had
not been available. | was with ny friend when he realized
that his divine Papa was not |ike. God had al ways been

cl ose. That evening was pivotal in his life.

Last Spring a study was published that exam ned the life of
famous at hei sts and believers of the past few centuries. In
each case the atheists shared one thing in conmon, a poor or
non-exi stent relationship with a father. In each case, the
famous believer had either a biological father or a
spiritual father who had acted as a nentor and friend. The
study concl uded that our relationships wth parents,
especially our fathers, significantly affect our attitude

t owar ds God.

That fits with ny experience in mnistry. D sappointnents
with parents, rejection or betrayal from peers, traumatic or
disillusioning events fromthe past and personal doubts
about ourselves rob us of the trust that God deserves. If
you are not enjoying intimacy with God or are notivated to
pray, you've probably suffered | oss of trust from one of

t hese faith-robbers.

Jesus set about correcting his follower's picture of God. He
enphasi zed their unique relationship wwth God. He pointed to
the birds and the lilies and rem nded themthat God glories
in his creation. Jesus then asked, "How nuch nore inportant
are you?" You are God's own child. God is your Father. W
have a unique rel ationship with CGod.



Jesus tal ked of the unique character of our Father. Wen a
child is hungry and asks for bread and neat, no parent
serves a rock or a slithering snake. Jesus told his
followers that as parents, they, who by nature are often
destructive, know how to bless their children. How much
nore, he asked, will the divine Papa, who has no destructive
i mpul se, bless and honor his children who nmake requests of

hi n? God's character is unique and different than ours.

Jesus corrects our picture of God in that he alone is our

uni que wi ndow to God. "Whoever has seen ne," decl ared Jesus,
"has seen the Father." Did Jesus go around hurting or
heal i ng peopl e? There's your divine Papa. Did Jesus ignore
or serve people? There's your Papa. Did Jesus deval ue or
treasure the least? There's your Papa. Did Jesus tell people
not to bother God or did he invite themto even pester God
in prayer? There's your Papa. In fact, if you are alert, |
believe you will identify six actions that your Father is
taking wth you.

The first is affirmation. Your divine Papa affirnms both you
and your feelings. God is both sensitive and strong. He
urges his children to weep with those who weep and rejoi ce
wi th those who rejoice because that is what he does. Wen
Jesus wept over Jerusalem those were your Father's tears.
When Jesus wept at Lazarus's grave side, he shed your
Father's tears. Have you recogni zed your Father's tears for
you? God is sensitive and passi onate about you. Soneti nes

God will send to you a person who enbodies his tears and
heart for you. Several weeks ago, | wept at a church counci
nmeeting. | was a little upset with nmyself. But later |
realized I was not weeping for nyself or even weeping in
relief. | felt the pain that was being experienced by many
and | hurt for them God was unveiling his tears and heart
for themthrough ny swollen eyes and runny nose. | w shed ny
Papa woul d have warned ne, but | want God to know that | am
available to do that... because God val ues you and your
feel i ngs.

Your Father acts in acceptance. God showed his | ove for us,
the Bible says, in that while you and I were still
rebelling, still sinning, Christ died for us. W are called
to accept others just as God accepted us.

Your Father acts in appreciation. We share with Jesus the
sane Fat her who periodically expressed his | ove and pl easure
for Jesus. God often sends nmessengers to reveal his |ove and



pl easure with us. Do you realize God pronpts people to thank
and express pleasure with you?

Your Father acts in affection. When has soneone gently put
their arns about you and told you that he or she cares? They
are responding to your Father's love. Qur divine Papa is the
kind of father who runs to his wayward child, throws his
arnms about himand kisses him Can you accept your divine
Father's affection? O do you di scount and send his
representatives away?

Two ot her words describe your divine Papa: availability and
accountability. God is rich in love and tinme for you. Your
burdens concern himall the tinme. He is always avail abl e.
Addi tionally, he holds you accountable. You won't get away
wi th anything. He |loves you too much and wants so nuch for
you. God may tolerate things in people who reject him but
not with you. He's shaping you as his own son or daughter
who' Il share all his business.

Are you connecting with your Papa? Are you recognizing his
messengers and his hand on your life? There are three
things, an A-B-C, that can help you do that and turbo-charge
your faith. A - Acknow edge your pain. Admt your fears and
consi der where they cone from B - Begin the process of
confession and forgiveness. Talk to your Father about your

| ack of trust and why. Confess your faults and experience
forgi veness. Forgive those who have wounded you. Know your
divine Papa waits to heal you. C - Cel ebrate the goodness
of your divine Papa. Identify his hand in your life.
Creatively, give himthanks.

Can you inmagine what prayer is |ike the nore you grasp what
your Father is |ike? It becones such a sweet and powerfu
thing. You actually crave conversation with your Father.

Mor eover, you find yourself and every rel ationship changi ng
and growi ng as you pray.



