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The year 2001 has been turbulent. Each year holds
turnmoil for sone individuals, famlies and communities, but
this year was tumul tuous for 278 mllion Americans and
mllions nore fromother |ands. The painful events that
transpired these past 12 nonths have |l ed nmany into soul -
searching questions. Wen four planes that took off on
Sept enber 11'" were commandeered and turned into guided
m ssiles, some asked where was God? Were was Jesus? Those
guestions don’'t require such w de-scal e destruction.

Earlier this week during a season of celebration two

vehi cl es net head-on near Elgin and four lives ended? Don’t



you think that sone of the famlies involved are gnawed by
t hat sanme question? Were was Jesus earlier this year when
a pickup slamed into a hayrack and injured and killed
menbers of an area famly gathered for a reunion?

At Bethany this Decenber we reflected each week on
Scriptures that would hel p us know Jesus. The sernon series
was Knowi ng Jesus. To fully know the one whose Birthday we
celebrate this season, it is helpful to consider where was
Jesus in 2001.

In the sernmon notes (in your bulletin) there is a
graphic of the Wrld Trade Center’s north tower burning and
the south tower collapsing. That atrocity was a pivotal
nmonment in a year that is proving historic in reshaping our
worl d. Pivotal nonents are reference points. The nedia
constantly rem nd us what things were |ike before 9/11 and
after. Even tine is counted from9/11. That is true of
i nportant nonents. W yearly mark the anniversary of the
Okl ahoma City bombing. This Decenmber 7'" was the 60'"
anni versary of Pearl Harbor. Yet, in history often the nost
pi votal nonments are unseen until much later. Wen Jesus was
born, few contenporaries took notice. H storians gave it
little regard for hundreds of years. Yet since 1949, when
Chi na adopted the Gregorian Cal endar, nost the world has

measured its time fromthe birth of Christ. Two years ago,



the entire world cel ebrated the beginning of the third
mllenniumfollowing Christ’s birth.

From t he human perspective, we judge the significance
of an event with several criteria. W |ook at an event’s
i mredi ate effect on lives. How profoundly are people
af fected by what happened? W ook at an event’s deviation
fromthe ordinary. How unusual or unique is the matter? W
consi der how w de the sphere of inpact is. How many or few
are influenced by what has transpired. Finally we observe
how profound and lasting are the resulting changes.

Jesus’ birth made an inperceptible ripple for nost of
his contenporaries. Only later was the inpact realized.
What was insignificant humanly speaki ng was suprenely
inportant. Heaven celebrated while humanity slept. Although
2001 is a significant marker at the nonent, we have only
begun to observe its influence. No human bei ng knows how
inportant this past year has been. No human bei ng knows
what event will eventually prove to be nost influential
because the human perspective is inadequate.

There is a divine perspective to be enbraced. There
was a whole lot nore going that first Christmas than what
contenporary historians recorded. There was a whole | ot
nore going on this past year than terrorist attacks,

humani tari an drops and cave explorations. St. Paul wote:



We have stopped evaluating others by what the world thinks
about them Once | m stakenly thought of Christ that way, as
t hough he were nerely a human being. How differently | think
about himnow (2 Cor. 5:16)

Qur human perspective often sees events w thout respect
to God and the other spiritual players. It ignores a battle
that has raged since the days of Adam and Eve. There is,
however, a different vision that evaluates what occurs in
view of what is eternal. It considers eternal purposes. It
| ooks at the sweep of history. It understands that God is
alive, that God is well and that God is at work.

That view al so wei ghs events by their inpact on
people’s relationship with God. Wat higher purpose does a
Creator have than to enjoy H s creation? Wat greater
fulfillment is there for a creature than to please the
creator? How have the events of 2001 inpacted people’s
relationship with God and their receptivity to H's redeener,
Christ?

Moreover, what in the Bible gives us clues to God’ s
activity in these events? W really don’t have perspective
on where Jesus was and what he was doing until we consider
the eternal, the relational and the revel ational.

We gain revelation fromthe witing of St. Paul. He

wote this about the Christmas story:



Wen the right tinme cane, God sent his Son, born of a woman,
subject to the law. God sent himto buy freedomfor us who
were slaves to the law, so that he could adopt us as his
very own children. And because you Centiles have becone his
children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into your
hearts, and now you can call God your dear Father. (Gal.

4: 4-6)

The Bi ble reveals that Christmas was nore than God
sending H's Son. It was God sending His Son at the right
time. That expression right tine in the original |anguage
suggests that God acted at just the perfect nmonent. To
di scern God’s hand, one nust think of timng. God did not

crash the planes into the Wrld Trade Center. God did not

send terrorists to destroy innocent human beings. “The
thief cones to kill, steal and destroy,” Jesus said, “l have
conme to give you life.” God did not orchestrate the

vi ol ence, but he was not absent either. He doesn’'t junp off
the earth and let Satan have at it. Jesus was clinbing
stairs with firenmen. Jesus was rescuing sone from death and
receiving others in death. He was pronpting prayers and
conforting bereaved. He was hol ding the hands of victins.
He was present with grieving famlies. God was active in
the timng. He wasn't surprised.

The Bible reveals that there were nore players in the
events that transpired on Christmas day than human bei ngs.

In Christmas there was a woman and her human hel pers



i nvol ved, but there was al so God maki ng deci si ons, Jesus
bei ng born and the Holy Spirit directing events. They were
key players. Those players were very nuch involved this
year in what we faced. Qur Father was still making

deci sions. Jesus was receiving and redeem ng, and H's
Spirit was guiding and m ni stering.

The Bible reveals that there was a goal in the
Christmas event: to buy freedomfor those who were slaves to
Jewi sh law and to grant adoption to non-Jew sh people as
children of God. God was reaching out in the birth of H's
Son. That sane God was active this year in the mddle of
the atrocities and tragedi es experienced. The Bible reveals
a Creator who is reaching out to His creatures, to H's
children. Are you beginning to see God s hand?

The Bible reveals that there is dangerous opposition to
humanity. Peter wites:

Be careful! Watch out for attacks fromthe Devil, your great

eneny. He prowls around |ike a roaring lion, |ooking for
sonme victimto devour. (1 Peter 5:8).

Pet er describes Satan as a lion that stalks its prey.
We observe the cold calculations of this spiritual creature.
That does not nmean that God is nowhere near. According to

St. John, Jesus cane to destroy the works of the devil.



What purposes did the devil have in mnd when he incited the
events of 9/11? Wn’'t Christ be counteracting then? Wen
we nove fromrevelation to discernnment, we begin with what
is knowmn. We begin with what Scripture reveals. W are
involved in a great, ongoing struggle.

Renenber the visit of the Magi ? Renenber how t hey cane
to honor the newborn king? A star directed their visit.
They brought honor to Christ. They found enlightennent in
Christ. Yet their journey resulted in the death of many
children from Bet hl ehem Satan used the visit of the Mgi
toincite King Herod to attack the children. These
atrocities were related to Christnmas. Yet God was active in
that battle. Jesus, who left just in time, was born for
t hose who died as well as for those who survived.

We nove fromrevel ation to di scernment when we consi der
God’s dealings with us. Wen God's Spirit cane into your
heart, you were anointed not only for childlike
conpani onship with your heavenly Father, you were anoi nted
with a passion and power to nake a difference. Jesus was
active in 2001 through the anointing he gave his believers
and the actions they took under his influence. Do you
realize that?

Where was Jesus in 2001? He was in the planes

screamng toward their targets. He was at ground zero with



t hose whose lives would end. He was rushing with his people
to lend aid and confort. He still is active in these |ast
two days of 2001. He is issuing a call. 1In love he calls
for you to trust him He is Lord. WIIl you live as Hi's
disciple? If you wll, he will act through you. He wll be
your partner. Moreover, his Father has already depl oyed
you. You're location is no accident. However, renenber
there is a battle. There are nore powers at work than God,
but no power is greater than God.

Where was Jesus in 2001? He was in his believers,
partnering with his believers. |f you have surrendered the
throne of your life to Christ in faith, then he is involved
in whatever you regard. |If you have enbraced his
forgi veness and given his forgiveness, then he is giving you
passion. In 2001 he was also directing you into
rel ati onships. They are divinely directed...even if they are
painful. He has al so provided you resources. He is
directing you to use them

Jesus was naking history in 2001. He was witing a
whol e new chapter. When you wel come himas your Lord whom
you follow and your Savior whomyou trust, a new chapter not
only begins for you, but a new future is witten for the
world. | don’t know all the problens you are facing. |

don’t know how the battle rages about you. But with Christ



you and | can nmake history. Are you ready? Then let’s

roll!



